<<DATE>> 

The Honorable (Name of your Member of Congress) 

Address 

Washington, DC  

Dear Representative/Senator (Last Name): 

We are writing to express our strong support for Representative Gutierrez’s (IL-4) Comprehensive Immigration Reform for America’s Security and Prosperity Act (CIR ASAP) H.R. 4321. CIR ASAP would greatly benefit the three hundred thousand Asian and Pacific Islanders (APIs) in Massachusetts. Over two out of every three Massachusetts APIs are immigrants; this bill will provide opportunities for their increased safety, democratic participation and prosperity. CIR ASAP constructively addresses long-standing immigration issues in a just and humane manner. Together we must advance CIR ASAP’s practical solutions that will regain control over the broken and outdated immigration system, help the economy, and move this country forward.
The bedrock of Asian and Pacific Islander and immigrant communities is family. CIR ASAP would strengthen API families by promoting family unity and family re-unification. It would grant us the ability to reunite with family members and establish a fair path to citizenship. Further it would grant immigration judges the power to protect children and honor the value of family unity. Immigration judges would be given the discretion to consider the best interests of a U.S. citizen child when ruling on their parent’s possible removal.
 Over 100,000 parents of U.S. citizen children have been deported since 1997. CIR ASAP also increases rights for refugee children who fled countries from age 12 or younger and were resettled in the U.S., by protecting them from removal proceedings.
 Immigration courts may also consider effects on family unity, a value all Americans support, in rulings involving long time permanent residents.
 CIR ASAP would restore essential human rights protections to people in the immigration detention and enforcement system. The bill addresses issues critical to prohibiting racial profiling, protecting vulnerable populations, establishing enforceable standards for immigration detention and restoring vital due process protections including judicial review. 

As leading API organizations and community members in Massachusetts we urge you to support CIR ASAP in its entirety and join in building just and humane immigration reform. CIR ASAP will strengthen API families and allow for increased contributions from our communities to the Commonwealth and Country. 

Signed, 

� Title III – Visa Reforms, Sec. 315, Discretionary Authority, Page 329, Line 21


� Title IIII – Visa Reforms, Sec. 309. Bar on the Removal of Certain Refugees, Parolees or Asylees, Page 321, Line 20


� Title IIII – Sec. 307. Discretionary Waiver for Long-Term Lawful Permanent Residents, Page 321, Line 3 





